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On December 17, 2002, a telephonic interview was held with Ann-Louise Kerner, 
Ph.D. and Alison Corkery participating on behalf of Applicant and Examiner Anne- 
Marie Falk, Ph.D. participating from the United States Patent and Trademark Office. 

Applicant's representatives provided an overview of the background of the 
invention and its importance. 

The Examiner and Applicant's representatives proceeded to discuss Applicant's 
responses in the Amendment filed December 5, 2002, to the rejections in the Office 
Action dated June 5, 2002. 

Examiner Falk indicated that based on the Amendment filed December 5, 2002, 
the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph, alleging that the language 
"neuronal and glial properties" is unclear, seemed to be overcome and that the 
language in the amended claims directed to e.g. "the ability to differentiate to neuronal 
or glial cells" appeared to be more definite. 

With regard to the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e), Examiner Falk inquired 
how the claimed composition is structurally different from a composition of neural 
precursor cells. In response, Applicant's representatives pointed to the fact that the 
claimed composition has 0% to 15% primitive embryonic and non-neural cells present 
in it. 

Examiner Falk asked Applicant's representatives where in the specification carT^ 
be found the specific support for the ranges 0% to 15% and 85% to 100%. Applicant's 
representatives identified the relevant text in the specification for these ranges, and 
Examiner Falk indicated that this support looked sufficient and that she would evaluate 
the language for enablement purposes. 

Examiner Falk also indicated that she would perform a search regarding the new 
limitations in the claims. Examiner Falk indicated that the new limitations to the claims 
might overcome the Weiss reference; however, she indicated that she will have to 
evaluate this issue. 
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In view of the arguments set forth in the Amendment filed December 5, 2002, 
and the discussion in the telephonic interview of December 17, 2002, discussed above, 
Applicant respectfully submits that the rejections contained in the Office Action mailed 
on June 5, 2002, have been overcome, and that the claims are in condition for allowance. 
If the Examiner believes that any further discussion of this communication would be 
helpful, she is invited to contact the undersigned at the telephone number provided 
below. 

No fees are believed to be due in connection with this response. However, please 
charge any underpayments or credit any overpayments to Deposit Account No. 


Date: January 16, 2003 

HALE AND DORR LLP 
60 State Street 
Boston, MA 02109 
Tel: (617)526-6000 
Fax: (617)526-5000 


08-0219. 


Respectfully submitted, 



Ann-Louise Kerner, PhiD. 
Reg. No. 33,523 
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